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PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS.
PART 1

The following essay is designed to show '#00 would hold on his way. And in the  right hand of my righteousness” 2 Cor. | ise of Christ made directly to his follow-
that every truly regenerate peison will |

petsevere unto eterual glory.

etence of the saints is not |
wﬂy m do not sometimes back- |
slide from God, or that, under the influ- |
ence of sudden or strong temptation, they
do aot become guilty of greut wickedness,
48 in the cases of Peter and David; but
that they do not fall back into a graceless,
unregenerate state, such os they were in
before their conversion—that they do not
sin from eamity ¢» God, as cirnal men do,

and asthey th-msslecs onee did;—that not- |

withstandmg their o frequent departures
from the path of duty, they will, on the
whole, progress in holincss of heart and
life, 30 as at last to inberit the kingdom of
Goll

On what considerations does the final
perscverance of the saints rest?

1. Not on any undying principle of

generation. The renewed man, though
wholly forgiven, is but partially sanctified.

And it cannot be supposed that love to|

Godinar e soul should mercessa- :

rily possess in itself any more of the char-
acteristics of immartality, than it did in |
our first parents, where it existed in a|
more perfect state, unmixed with sin.

2. Nor is it to by ascribed to any

change supposed to be made in the re-
quirements of the moral law. The pre-

ofalaw founded in ths fitness of
things, con never beannulled nor lessen«d
down, to acrommodate it to the infirmities
of men. The regenerate person is not ab-
solved from his obligation to keep «l/ the
uitements of the divine law; ani if he

il he falls under its penalty, and can be
saved. from it only through the renewed
exercise of repentance toward God and
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
cdse Christ pleads. afresh Bis blood far the
pardon of hiw sin, and itis nceepted instead

who re. the voluntary obedience of the believer,

o o . VR T
holiness supposed to be implanied in re- tto themselves the son of God afresh, and] of life.

' ed Moses' law, did without mercy under
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it lies in the fact that bis efforts are taken stance can be adduced with certainty, (and manna in the wilderness, and are dead. —
into the account, snd are indispensable to ' none such have been found,) and if onthe This is the bread which cometh down |acles. But suppose this were true.

\salvation of eny believer independently of
his own agency and effoits. Hence no at last; then the doctrine of final persever- |of this bread, he shall live foreve~; and 'cle would be performed for which they
purpese of God which does not embrace ance ofthe saints is established. \the bread that I will give in my flesh, | prayed? _

As other scripturesthan those adduced | which I will give for the li‘e of the world, | In the verses just alluded to, Christ says,
.can be plead as an insurmountable barrier 'are necessary to prove the perseverance |* * 54—58.  Whosoeyer eateth my flesh * For verily I'say unto you, that whoso-
to-his return 1osin. He can do it if he|ofthe saints, so other motirss than those |2nd drinketh my blood, hath eternal life ;| ever shall sav unto this mountain, Be thou
ywill. ‘'he woad can is here used in its|contained in warnings and eshortations 'and I will raise him up at the last day.— removed, and be thou cast into the sea, and
lizeral sense, implying that if he desire!are indispensable to secureit. Tlese ad- | For my flesh is meat indeed and my blood | shall not doubt in his heart, but SHALL
and strive to apostatize he bas all the {a::- | dressed to their consciences and to their 'is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh,| BELIEVE THAT THESE THINGS

God has the peiseverance andlaxe made that all who are born of the andnot die.
|

.ulties which are necessary, and there is | fears although necessary, cannot be relied and drinketh my blood, dwelleth 'in me, WHICH HE SAITH SHALL COME |

:ct:nuunl imgouihilily in the way of his upon, without other motives adapted to and I in him. "As the living Father hath 'TO PASS, he shall have whatsoever he
ingit. If he is
all tgcmuuml faculties necessary to obe- of action in the human mind—faitk and that eateth me even he shall live by me. 'things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
dience and is able to obey, and if so0, he is | hope. Were it not for confidence in the ' This isthat bread which came down from ' BELIEVE THAT YE RECEIVE THEM, and
able also 10 disebey, otherwise he is not a great Captain of our salvation, and Aope ! heaven; mot as your fathers did eat man-'ye shall have them” Hereitis evndqnt,
moral agent. If then, there is a possibil- lof a happy triumph at last, no other con- ®a and are dead: he that eateth of this that the thing (o be b{ll_ie?'ed' a.nd which
ity and s danger 1hat the béliever in Je- | sideration would avail to influence the |breadshrii live forever’ Inthis connex- | they were mnot to doubt in their hearts,
sus may fall through ignérance or unfaith- | christian 1o hold his way. (ion, the phrases, cometh to me—Lbelieveth Was, that lh“)f should have the very bles-
 [ulness, in order to secure his persevering| Afier all the warnings and exhortations, ' on me—and eateth my fesh, manifestly  sings for which they ﬁlm}'ffj- Now the
|obedience unto salvation; we see the ne-!the christian may say there are so many mean the same thing, namely, conversion objection above stated,_ ics in allits force
| cessily of that moral power, which God |d:fficuliies to encounter and so many dan- | from sinto '(iot!—l. e. rvpem;mce_‘towards i:gamst tin? kind of faith, ’ when praying
exeris on him throuch the nstrumentality | gers in the way, and 1 am so weak and God and faith in the L_ord Jesus Christ — for the _pcl‘rui'mal’l_ce of a ‘lm.mcle. _Ifn be
[of his law addres to his understanding have such a propeusity to go astray that Henceit is manifest, from the above dec- | unpossible to believe "hls in praying lor
as a rule to regulate his life, and to guidé' 1 shall certainly fail and I may as well | larations that when Christ ceasvs to live any _Ulh‘-"' bles&ln% 111 was OQ‘}E“I}' SO 1n
the decisions of his conscience, and thro’ i give it up now. Tosuch God says: Isa. |by the living F‘a:h‘:r who s nt h}m' then, praying for a miracie. [ might ) ask.
those motives contained in the wainings, | xli: 10, “ Fear thou not; for I am with | and not till then, will a soul that is born of Could an apostle believe that the miracle
\exhortations and promises found in the!thee; be notdismayed ; for lamthy God ; | the spirit fall from grace and fail of eter-, ‘;"Oilld be wrought, before he had fulfilled
Bible. For without these it ean hardly?[ will strengthen thee : yea 1 will help'"ﬁl “(t,_' . lfecondltxon_? mn:fmbuc_l'l as the congimt;u
be supposed that a single regenerate per- | thee; yea I will uphold thee with the| This is confirmed by the definite prom- Was, that he bh[JUli.l- elieve that he shou d
: receive that for which he prayed. Either

end we shail probgb]y see the exact adap- xit: 9, “ My gface is sufficient for thee: !ers. Jr\.hn X1y :‘ 19, *“ Because I lLive ye the hprom_:se 18 gvn§1l_llt_v' and a dec‘cp.tutnr}.
tation of these motives to produce thede- for my strength is made perfect in weak- skall live also.””  May we not then say to, Or t{@_re isa possibility of performing the
sired effect. +ness.“' Ps. xxviii: 8, and xxiIx, ll.—--‘!hf’-' saints ‘_"“h an inspired apostle, P,h‘]' | Con"_*“""'

2. Warnings form a most important Is. x]. 290, 31. i: 6, “Bel_nﬁccn_fzdmr of this verything,i Now, as I have said, the whole diffi-
item in the grand system of means (I;:aiglx-[ Such assurances may convince the!that he which hath begun a good wprk in culty lies in the fact that the Spirit’s influ-
ed to secure the perseverance of believers christian that, looking to God for help, he' you, “'3‘!1 perform 1t until !h_P day of Jt’-susl ences are en.m'e}_\- 0\'(’rla01_(t:d. and Lh;'n
and they imply thiat there is a possibility, will be ableto hold out to the end of life. i C-hr.l_sl- See also “Rev. i I8, Jer.! faith which is of 1hg operation of (_iodt is
Qf fa“lng fro;n grace 1. e if any choose BU[ even this iS not enough' 1f he per- f XXX 40 Rom. \'lll': 28--39. Thesei !Eﬁ out ofth_c (]UC’SU.G!EI. Il the (l‘I'-‘]_eCl.Gn
to negrlect duty and resolvéto goon in sm, severes to the end, will he be saved 7— irlg?laralmrm and promises not only Ifur-: is good against praying for any object, it
ithere is ne natural difficulty or insur-| This question must be settled in the affir- ‘nish proof of the doctrine of the saints’ | 1s as good against praying in f,?uh for the
‘ mountable barrier to prevent their doing ' mative, and a sufficient foundation laid for | perseverance, but are among the most m- | performaﬁm:_g_ of a miracle. Tnu i_”aci Is,
|it. Some of these show also that if any ' his faith and hope to rest upcn in orderto portant means wh:ch God uses to secure that rhe_bpmt of God could give ev.'lclleuce,
should once fail their damnation is inevit- | move the springs of action and draw from [it.  Here then, are tustructions cancern- . on w_hich to belleve that any particular
Heb. vi. 4, 6. “ For it is impossi- | him those eflorts which are indispensable | 1N the path to be pursued—warnings miracie would be granted; could' lead the
|ble for those who were once enlighteded,  to perseverance. Christ says, Matt. xxiv, | suited to the character of the rash and pre- mind to a {rm rehance upon God, and
'and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and | 13, ¢ He thatshall endure to the end, the sumrtuous traveller—ezhortations for the | trust that the blessing songht would be ob-
| were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, same shall be saved.” Rev. ii: 7, « To careless and dilatory—and promisestoen- tained. Aund so atthe present day he can
and have tasted the good word of God, | him that overcometh will 1 give to eat of | courage the timid and desponding. give the same assurance, in praying for
and the power of the world to come, ifithe tree of life, which is in the midst of| Such are the means and motives vsed any blessing that we nesd. Neither in
they lhafl fall away to renew them again 'the paradise of God,” [10] ** Be thou faith-
to repentance: seeing that they gracify | ful unto death and 1 will give theea crown

the perseverance of his saints in the path! ces of the Spirit miraculous.

Praying is
of o' edience to final glory.

| the same thing, whether you pray for the
— . conversion of a soul, or for a miracle.—
' Faith is the same thing in the one case as
| in the other; 1t only terminates on a differ-
' ent object, in the one case on the conver-

Heb. x: 26.| Paul felt the influence of these. 2 Tim.
131.  * For if we sin wilfully afterthat we i: 12, I know whom [ have believed,
| have received the knowledge'ofthe truth, | and am persuaded that he is able to ke‘ep
there remaiucth no more sacrifice ﬁ}'."&‘”'I‘ha‘ which 1 have cor%rl{lmted unto h;;\
but a certain feazful ' looking fur of judg-|against that day.” 1 Thess. v : 23, 24,
ment and fiery ind_igmuion which shall “ And the very God of peace sanctily you
devaur the adversaries.  He that despis-| wholly ; and 1 pray God your whol;
i dy, be preserv
|two or three witnesscs; of how much!i:;.:tl:él?;sd ui(i‘;"lﬁgdcgﬁ]ﬂ,g of fm Lord | infirmities ; for we know not what we lsfhou}d 3 e -
: ol . . . pray for as we oughi ; but the Spirit itself mak-| be a 1ed to the conversion ofa =soul as to
oo g g ’upﬁo.e Yo ALkl e ek Cliria Fa"hﬁ-d L he that calleth eth intercession for s with grounings which | (he ]lggrﬁ)rmance of a miracle. And it is
l‘ho“ wosthy, who BACh tiedden nlary yoo, wks alse .-wt.’.l do 3t. . cannut be uttered. And he that seaichetl the equally truein th s ' he oth
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the | The following declarations are among | hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spjrit.l 1(]1 ; y lrieinitue one-ca effl_sht e'?lh er,
\blood of the covenant, where with he was | those on which the doctrine of final per- | because he mi;‘kelh _uli.te;ceé:st;gn fﬁr the snints, ;) a :0. rEan e‘;{ l?rahs g; fait f‘E-ndom
| sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done | severance of the saints is founded. John ;‘(‘imégml to the will o .—Romans viii. i Ae}g:‘f :;1 téer_lc_ ylc; I¢=.= :lpxir)u of ;O f_'
(despite ‘o the spirit of grace? For ye|v: 24,  Verily, verdy, lsay unto you, | ™7 "7 nd if the Spirit could Jead the mind of an
| kmow bim that hath s, vengeance be- | He that heareth my word, and belicreth

1. Why do you suppose it is, that <o | 2postle to exercise faith in regard to a mir-
'longeth unto me, I will recompense saith | oy him that seat me, hath cverlasting life, i som Tend (hemipd of woodser
|the Lotd.

| put h mto an open shame.”

FINNEY'S LECTURES.

LECTURE VI
Concluded from our last. | formance of a miracle. Noris faith exer-
SPIRIT OF PRAYVER. ' cised in the one more than in the other,

Trxr.—Likewise the Spirit al=o helpeth ouri without re‘fert nce to a promise; and a gen-
eral promise may with the same PTOF“GW

[ Prayer of Faith, relate exclusively to mir-;
his salvation. - Nor can it be shown thut | other hand, the most definite declarations 'from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, | would ask, What were the apostles to be- | the flesh, and that

I am the living bread which | lieve, when they prayed for a miracle ?--J
Epiritwill hold on their way and be saved | came down from heaven; if any man eat | Were they to believethat the precise mira-| ;» fzith. The presumption is all on the

It is evident that they were.— |lecture.

a moral agent, he has bring into exercise the two great springs!Sent me, and I live by the Father; so he saith. Therefore I say unto you, what)
| g

by the Captain of our salvation to secure the one case or the other, are the influen- ‘the {eadings of the Spif’it of God.

In which |

little stress is laid on the influences of the | Christian to exercise faith i d

And again the Lord sball! and shall ot come into con’emnation, but | Spirit in prayer, when so much is said| 1% O T UL TEgATE. 10 Te-
Judge his people.” . : |
had to the Jewish law [Num. 15: 30, 31,1 a plain unequivocal declaration that such

Reference is here is passed from death untolife.” Here is about his influences
' Miny people are smazingly afraid the

under whieh no atonement could be made | as hear the son and believe on him that|Spiiit's influences will be left out.
for presumptuous sins. John xv: 6.— | sent him, in other words thatare regener- |lay great stress on the Spirit’s influcnces
1l any man abide not in me, he 1s cast (ated, ¢ shall notcome into wndsmuatwln lin converting sinners. But how ]it’tle 15
‘forth as a branch, and is withered; and and athousand warnings and exhortations 'said, how liule is printed, about his influ-

]

in coniersion —

They |

'ceiving any other blessing, by a reference
to the came genera! promise.

Should any one ask, “When are we
‘wnder an obiigation o bLelieve that we
-shall receive the blessing for which we
ask " I answer:

!

{other side,asI have shown in a former
He had neither promise, ner
| prophecy, nor providence, nor the SEirit

ole
objection goes on the ground that the
‘apostle might pray in faith without being
\ This is truly a short-
hand method of disposing of the Spirit’s

\

of God, to lead him to believe. Thew

led by the Spirit.

influences in prayer. Certainly, to as-

sume that he prayed in faith, is to assume

either that he prayed in faith without be-
ing led by the Spirit, or that the Spirit of

God led him to pray for that which was

'not according to the will of God.

. I have dwelt the more on this subject,

' because I want to have it made so pllain,

‘that you will all be careful not to grieve

the Spirit. I want you to have highideas

'ofthe Holy Ghost, and to feel that nothing
' good will be done without his influences.—
.No praying or preaching will be of any
avail without him. If Jesus Christ wero
to come down here and preach to sinners,
not one would be converted without the
Spirit.  Be careful then not to grieve him

.away, by slighting or neglecting his heav-
enly influences when he invites you to
pray.

4. In praying for an object, it is neces-
sary to persevere till you obtain it. O,
with what eagerness Christians some-

‘times pursue a sinner in their prayers,
when l{w Spirit of God has fixed their de-

'sires on him! No miser pursues his
gold with so fixed a determination.

5. The fear of being led by impulses
“has done great injury, by not being duly
‘considered. A person's mind may be led

by an ignis fatuus. But we do wrong, if
we let the fear of impulses lead us to resist

‘the good impulses of the Holy Ghost.—
No wonder Christans don’t have the spir-

| it of praver, i1f they are unwilling to take

| the trouble to disiinguish; and so reject or

' resist all impulses, and all leadings of in-

| visible agents. A great deal has been

'said about fanaticism. that is very unguard-
ed, and that causes many minds to reject

1 AS

i many as are the sons of God, are led by

{the Spirit of God." And itis our duty to

| ““try the spirits, whether they be of God.”
We should insist on a close scrutiny, and

|an accurate discrimination. There must

j be such a thing as being led by the Spirit.

| sion of a soul, and in the other on the per- | And when we are convinced 1t is of God,

we should be sure to follow—follow on,
with full confidence that he will not lead
us wrong.

6. We see from this subject the absurd-
i:jv of using forms of prayer. The very
idea of using a form, rejects, of eourse,
the leadings of the Spirit. Nothing is
more calculated to destroy the spirit of
prayer, and entirely to darken and eon-
fuse the mind, as to what constitutes pray-
er, than to use forms. Forms of prayer
are not only absurd in themselves, but
they are the very device ofthe devil to des-
troy the spirit and break the power of
prayer. Itis of no use tosay the form is
a good one. Prayer docs not consist in

4“””‘"‘ dueto the offender. 1 'men gather them, and cast them intothe | will not in the least weaken, much less, |ence in prayer? How little complain ng |

(1.) When thereisa particular promise, '

John, i; 9 apd ii: 1.

3. Hisperseverance is not the result
of any mecessity of his rencwed nature, —
He does not cease to be a moral agent.—

God-does not shut him vp in a cage or put!

a chain about his neck, and drag him ir-
resistibly on in the way in which he should
goi not will be take him 10 heaven, ex-
cept in the way of obedience. Progress-
ive holiness of heart and life are i
T rane, and indispensable to a
good hope of heaven. The believer pro-

mplied |

specifyiny the rarticular blessing: aswhere |
' we pray for the Holy Spirit. This bles- |
' sing is particularly named inthe promise,
and here we have evidence, and are bound |
 to believe, whether we have any Divine
infilucnce or not; just as sinners are bound
to repent whether the Spirit strives with |
them or not. _
upen the Spirit's influences, but upon the |

fire, and they are burned.” For other|doaway the truth of this testimony. The |that ople do not make enouch of the
warnings of a similar nature see. [2 Pet. |truth then, of the sentiment, that every |Spirit's influences in leading Christians
2:20,21.] Ezek. xvii: 24. Heb. v, truly regenerate person will perseverelto pray according to the wiil of God!—
7. Here are, most solemn warnings ad- | unto eternal life dees not rest on inferen- [et it never be forgotten, that no Christ-
testimony, but on the weracily of ian ever pravs aright, unless led by the

" He has natural power to pray, !

'dressed to believers, manifestly implying ' cial
'that they can fall, and are in danger Uf‘: Christ. _ _ JSpiri!. ! _ \
doing it. They are, however, all suppos-|  Jesus discussed this subject at large injand so far as the will of God 1s rev caled,
el cases, and do not show that any ever the sixth chapter of John where he repre- | is able to do it; but he never does, unless!
have fallen away, or that any ever will sents itasthe will of the Father that ofall | the Spirit of God influences him. Just as
do it DBut they p'ainly show that if any he had given him he should lose nothing. ' sinners are able to repent. but never do,

. . i > : N r sess; upon their ability to do their duty.— |
do gnce f:'), there is in their case no hope  but should raise it up at the last day, and| unless influenced by the Spirit. . \ hetr duty !

l ' And while it is true that not one of them |

of a second repentance and pardon

Their obligation rests, not | T€ saints are thus exercised

he repeas the assurance that he will do it.
Now if there is any real danger of our John vi: 35, 37—40, 1 am the bread of | 55 ofthe digficulty felt by many persons |

| comiag short and losing our sc_\uls_, and if_ life, he that cometh to me shall never hun- 'on the subject of the Prayer of Faith.— |
|our own personal efforts are indispensa- ger; and he that helieveth on me shall | e, objectto the idea that faith in prayer |

.gresses not asingle step in the divine life, 1 L. This subject lays open the founda-

except through the medium of his own
free and voluntary exertions. Yet,

Oll‘l‘il .}2: sn"::::;“d;tn:;ﬂ:a ‘:ﬁ: 'ble to our perseyefafice, we see the pro-' never thirst’” * * * «All that the Father i is a belief that we shall receive the very'

i v riety of those exBortations which in the giveth me, shall come to me; and him |{hinos for which we ask; and insist that
m'x:m ti!o:;.nuﬁza:l::a.‘ ihley: are addres#ed1o Believers. | Cor | that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast | here can be no foundation or evidence up-!
mutdal; and he is *kept by the er of | X 12. “ Whe let him that lhl‘l’lk- out. F.or I came .(?r.m'n from hr'-m-cn, no! | on which to rest st_ich a beliecl. Inaser-
God A faith''—*‘fa th which 'ol'k-:elh he '.“‘ndah € heed lest he fall. | to do mine own wiil, but !he will of h“:” mon published a lew years since, upon |
eth by love,” pm'iﬂ-hthehnn,nndorer-‘- I Cor.ix: 24. *“ 8o run that ye may ob—1th_at sent me. And this is the FMh‘%" § [ this subject, the writer brings forward this'

: the world. |tain.” 2 Pet i: 10,11. * Wherefore will which hath sent me, thatof all which | §fficulty, and presentsitin its full strength. '

he pecseverance of the saints rests on ithe rather, brethren, give dilligence to!he hath given me, I should lose nothing, | [ have, says he, no evidence that the

God. exerted in bi . make your calling and election sure; for-but should raise it up again at the lust | hino praved for will be granted, wntil |
the 'dﬂmcg and d:lll::a:“! luh"lifyedothese things, ye shall never fall ;|day. And thisis the will of him that | have e e e i
ﬂl gertions of -the mmfm for so an entrance shall be ministered unto sent me, that every onc that sceth the son. | f,ith isthe condition upon which itis prom-
» you abundantly into the eve;’luting kin 'ifmd believeth on him, may have everlast: el And of course I cannot claim the
: dom of our Lord end SaviorJesus Christ.”" | ing life, and I will raise him up at th* promise, until I have fulfilted the condi-|
. Ainshnpttuve of this PO prac ' See also Mark xiv: 38 Heb. iv: 1, and | last day.” 'Fion.
how is itexerted in conjunction with the |7 = | y |

12, 14, 15, 16,17, 25. ° | Nothing can be more definite and une- (0 believe 1 shall receive the very bles-

These and similar exhortations arelq,,imcnl than these positive declarations sings for which I aslk, it is evilent that
among the means which God hes institut-| ;¢ yesus that he will raise up at the lasi |the promise is given upon the perform-
ed to secure the perseverance of the saints. | 3, ¢ « every one which seeth the son and |ance of an impossible condition, and is of
And their adaptation 10 guard them|p.liaveth on him.” And the assurance is course a mere nulity. The p
against presumption, inattention and sloth-| | a conditional one. There is no i/, | Would amounttojustthis: You shall have
faloess, and to stir them upto that cau-| ;o any contingency implied in it.  1fthe ‘Whatsoever you ask, upon the condition
tious and unceasing exertion implied in! gaviorhad designed to settle and confirm | that you first believe that you shall Teceive
pesseverance, must be masifest to all. | the doctrine heyond all possible contro- |1t Now, I must fulfil the condiiion be-

+ Neither do these exhortations prove| versy he could not have found language | [0:€ [ can claim the promise.

agencyof the creature? [t is not physical
butmoral, wholly moral, so far as it is
thus ezerted. 1t isexerted by placing mo-
tived before the believer calculated to in-
fluence him 1o do what is ireplied ia per-

10 hold on his way in serving
T T

to show him his duty, a
 diffioulsies which liein the n,yrof bis do-
R L .

but they point out the course of conduct dwelt upon the subject, repeating again juntil Lhave believed that I shall receive

what otherwise would be|necéssary to prevent it Now as the and agaiv the sentiment already advanced, | It This reduces me to the necessity of
Chmdhomi“uap and ¢éxhortations of the Bible verse, 44, 45, 47—51, *No man can come |
he be likely to do it
is -4 of the

Dan-

of falling from grace, so on the other they | me draw him, and I will raise him up at| which is impossible. o ‘

do not establish the certain perseverancethe last day. It is written in the proph-{ The whole force of this objection arises

of the saints: Other evidénces must be | ets, and they shall beall taught ot God.-— ‘out of the fact, that the Spirit's influsnces

addoced to decide the question. *lfitcun‘ Every man therefore, that hath heard, and  are eutirely overiooked, which he exerts

be from scripture hi that any | hath iearned of the Father, cometh to me. ‘ in leading an individual to the exercise of
{

Yea, there indanger, 20  truly regenerated soul ever has from | Verily, venly, I say unto vou; he that be- | faith.

: e holiness and been the doctrine of falling | lieveth on me hath everlasting life. Lamsage in Mark xi. 22 and 24, with other
‘the-believer, and M‘bn;l.:‘ Buat if no such mg-ilhehtud of life. Your ers did eat|kindred promises on the subject of the

' the Spirit strives with them or not.

ever will repent without the influences of
the Spirit, still they have power to do so, |
and are under obligation to do so, whether
b‘U |
with the Christian. He 1s bound to be-|
lieve where he has evidence. And al-

he has an express promise,
Spirit of God, yet his obligation to do so

rests upon his ability, and not upon the |

Divine influence.

(2.) Where God makes a revelation by |

his providence, we are bound to believe in

have prayed in faith; because, praying in' propoition to the clearness of the provi-:

dential indication.
(3.) So where there is a prophecy, we
are bound also 10 believe. But in neither

out the Spirit of God.

But where there is ncitlier promise,
providence, nor prophecy. on whicl:} to re-
pose our faith, we are uuder no obligation

discourse, {z‘ze'S;»irit gives us evidence,
by creating desires, and by leading usto
pray for a particular object. In the case
of those promises of a general nature,

it may be considered rather as our privi-
lege than as our dufy, In many instances,

'ply them to a particular object, then it be-
comes our duly so 10 apply them. Inthis
case, God explaifis his own promise, and
shows how he designed it should be ap-
plied. And then out obligation to make

It has been supposed that the pas- this application, and to believe in reference | preaching. And when

to this

particular object, remains in full
force.

words. And it matters not what the words
are, if the heart 1s not led by the Spirit of
jod  Ifthe desireis not enkindled, the
thoughts directed, and the whole current
of feeling produced, and led by the Spirtt
of God. it is not praver. And sct forms
are, of all things, best calculated to keep
an individua! from praving as he cught.
7. The sulyect furmishics a test of clar-
acter.—The Spirit maketh intercession—
for whom? Forthe saints. Those who
If you are
sain's, you know by experience what it is

powers of moral agency which they pos- | 1© be thus exercised, orit is because you

have a1 ieved the S-pirii of God, sa that he
will not lead you. You live in sucha
manner, that this Holy Comforter will not
dwell with you, nor give you the spirit of
prayer. If this is so. ynu must repent.—
Whether yow are a Christian or not, don’t
stop to settle that, but repent, as If you
never had repented. Do your first works.

, though he never does believe, even where | Don’t take 1t for };:_ran:ed that you are a
without the : Christian, but go like a humble sinner,

‘and pour out your heart unto the Lord.—-
You never can have the Spirit of prayer
|in any other way.

8. The importance of understanding
| this subject.
(1.) In order to be useful. Without
| this spinit there can be no such sympathy
'between you and God, that you can el-
'ther walk with God or work with God.—-

Now, if the condition is, that 1 am' of \hese cases do we. in fact. believe, with- Y ou need to have a strong beating of your

' heart with his, or you need not expectto
be greatly useful.

' (2.) As important as vour sanc_tiﬁca-
tion. Without suchaspirit you will not

The promiss |y helieve unless. as I have shown in this | be sanctified, vou will not understand the

. Bible, you will not kucw how wam]y it
'to vour case. ] wsnt you to feel the im-
| portance of having God with you all the
| time. If you live as you cught, he says

_ But I can where we are honestly ata lossto know ' he will come unto you, and make his
that any ever have fallen, or ever w:ll ;— ' more appropriate.  Yet he continued and ' Dave no evidence that [ shall receive I'. in what particular cases to apply lhen:g.%abode with veu. and sup with you, and

' yvou with hiwm. . s
; 9. Ifpeople know not the spirit of pray-

believeing that I shall receive it before L 1o apply them to particular cases: bu:'er, they are very apt to be unbelieving in
do.not, on the one hand, prove thedoctrine | to me, except the Father which hath sent. have any evidence that I shall receive it— yhenever the Spirit of God leads us to ap- | regard to the resuits of prayer. They

don't see what takes place, or don’t see the

'connection, or don’t see ibe evidence.—
They are not expecting spiritual blessings.
' When sinners are convicted, they think
.they are only frightened by such terrible
ple are con-
lverted, they feel no confidence, and only
| say, “We'll see how they turn emt.”

3. Some have supposed that Paul pray-
Iledin faith for the removal of the thornfn
it was not granted.—
But they cannot prove that Paul prayed
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